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ABSTRACT
Introduction
Antenatal care (ANC)is very important for both maternal and fetal health. Early
attendance of ANC enables clinicians to confirm pregnancy, screen for risks, counsel and
promote the well-being of mother and fetus. The late ANC is defined as entering ANC after
12 weeks of pregnancy. The pregnant women with late initiation of ANC are more likely to
attain unfavorable outcomes, including anemia in pregnancy, malnutrition, hypertension in
pregnancy, miscarriage, antepartum and postpartum hemorrhage. Furthermore, it also affects
the fetus, such as increased risk of preterm delivery, intrauterine growth retardation and fetal
death. The purpose of this study was to determine factors associated with late antenatal
care.
Methods
Cross sectional analytic research was conducted from August, 2015 to December, 2016.
Data were collected from 425 pregnant women attending antenatal care clinic at Regional
Health Promotion Center 7 KhonKaen using the questionnaire. Descriptive statistics was used
for categorical data. Chi square, Crude Odd ratio (OR) and 95% Cl were used to analyze the
factors associated with late ANC. Multivariate logistic regression adjusted OR and 95% Cl
were taken to detect the relationships between the factors and found to be significant at p-
value < 0.05.
Results
The prevalence of late ANC was 27.1% (115/425). The average maternal age of late
ANC and early ANC groups were 24.7 year-old (+ 5.6) and 26.7 year-old (+ 5.2), respectively.
Maternal age, social support, gravidity and parity were significant factors affecting late ANC
attendance (p-value < 0.05). In multivariate logistic regression analysis, main determinants for
late ANC initiation were social support and gravidity and parity (p-value < 0.05).
Conclusion
The late ANC problem could be solved by the participation of health workers,
pregnant women, family and community. The health workers should promote health
education, increase the knowledge on the advantage of ANC and also give information about

service availability of ANC for pregnant women and their families.
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